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Dear Somerset County Chamber Members,
Many of you have taken advantage of our Chamber
Energy program, however, if your business or home is still
receiving the utility default rates, now is an ideal time to
explore switching and lower your energy spend. With this
unseasonably warm winter, combined with the increased
local production of natural gas via the Marcellus Shale
drilling, energy prices have dropped over the past few
months to now 10 year lows for electricity. There simply
has not been a better time over the last decade to shop your
electricity and lock in a low rate.
There also has been an avalanche of activity in the State of
Pennsylvania due to the rate caps expiring in all utilities,
and many businesses and home owners have been solicited
either through telemarketing calls, direct mail, or door
to door salespersons. Please know that the Chamber
Energy Program is managed by OnDemand Energy, an
objective, independent consulting company that has been
operating and helping consumers save on energy since
1995. Statewide over 5,000 Chamber members have taken
advantage of the energy program, for a combined savings
in 2011 of over $50 Million dollars. Given the current
market conditions, there is no meter within Penn Power
that cannot take advantage of electricity deregulation and
lock in a lower energy rate than the current default tariff
rates.
The Chamber Energy program has helped meters of all
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sizes save
money on
their energy
spending,
from small
retail operators
to large industrial plants and institutional clients. The
consulting services provided by OnDemand are a resource
available to all chamber members. Even if you have
recently received offers from other sources, please use the
Chamber Energy program to help evaluate the offer.
To get started, simply call the ChamberChoice Energy
hotline at 866-699-9968, and an energy advisor can begin
the process for exploring savings for your business. For
residential users, please go to www.ondemandenergy.
com and click on the residential programs button, once
you select Penn Power as the utility territory, with your
bill in hand it simply takes a few minutes to enroll your
home meter into the program and begin saving money
on your home bill. The residential savings program is
intended to help stimulate the local economy by lowering
residential energy spends for all in our community. We
estimate that if homeowners in Lawrence County would
switch to the rate being offered through the Chamber, then
millions of discretionary dollars could then be spent on
local businesses in our community. So please share the
residential website with all your employees, colleagues,
friends and family.

ATTENTION MEMBERS:
REMINDER
Don’t forget to renew your Chamber Membership
2012 Dues are due now
You can even renew online at:
www.somersetcountychamber.com
“We are proud to support and promote the businesses and
organizations of Somerset County and our region”.

NEW CHAMBER MEMBER
Athletes from across the state
converged on the sunny slopes
of Hidden Valley Resort recently
to participate in the alpine events
portion of the Special Olympics
Pennsylvania (SOPA) Winter
Games 2012. Races will end with
award presentations and a closing
ceremony in the Hidden Valley
Ski Lodge. This is the 11th year
that Pennsylvania’s Winter Games have been held in the
Johnstown, PA region. According to SOPA, more than 300
athletes and 135 coaches participate in the winter games.

AK Coal Resources Inc.
814-443-2646
Mindy Karkowski, Office Manager
1134 Stoystown Road, Friedens, PA 15541
   AK Coal Resources, Inc. a wholly-owned subsidiary

of AK Steel Corporation, owns or leases metallurgical coal
reserves in Somerset County. Its offices are located at 1134
Stoystown Road in Friedens. AK Steel expects to invest
approximately $60 million in AK Coal Resources, most of
which is expected to be spent between 2013 and 2015 to
develop its mining operations and begin coal production.
Headquartered in West Chester, Ohio, AK Steel produces
flat-rolled carbon, stainless and electrical steels, as well as
tubular steel products, at facilities in Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Kentucky and Indiana.

Saying Goodbye...

   With spring comes fresh new life in more ways than
one. As spring approaches with all the changes, so will the
Chamber spring into changes as well. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank all the many Chamber members,
Business owners, and friendships I have met along the way.
After many years of dedicated service to the Chamber I
will be saying farewell as I pursue my career elsewhere.
From seeing smiling faces at Mixers, Events, Golf Outings
and so much more they were all very special. I would hope
you take this opportunity to stop by the Chamber office and
say hello to the new staff members. I will remain local and
continue to support the efforts of Somerset County. With
many thanks....Julie Leydig

   The Laurel Highlands Model Railroad Club is in
need of 7,000-8,000 sq. ft. of space. Their former location
was at 209 Georgian Place, Somerset, however, they need
to relocate and are asking for anyone with space to contact
them at 814-445-8922 or 814-443-9166. During this
difficult transition, they are also in need of any available
space to store boxes until they can find a permanent
location. Visit www.LHMRC.org for updates and progess
of there new location.

J&J Truck Bodies and Trailers Welcomes Ryan Johnson, Aims to Increase Parts Sales
J&J Truck Bodies and Trailers, a division of Somerset Welding & Steel, today
announced that Ryan Johnson joined the J&J team as an inside parts sales
representative. Johnson will focus on expanding J&J manufactured parts sales. He
joins J&J parts expert, Gail Auman. This skilled team can assist customers with
parts and repairs for any brand of truck body, assuring accurate estimates, timely
turnaround, and excellent customer service.
J&J specializes in parts and service for commercial and municipal dump body and trailer customers, as well as state truck
fleets. J&J also supplies replacement parts for tanks and tank trailers that are used to haul water for hydraulic fracturing
operations in the Marcellus and Utica shale fields.
“When it comes to parts, J&J is in the business of reducing downtime and extending the life of our customer’s work
trucks, and we’re thrilled to have Ryan Johnson on board to help fulfill this commitment,” says Dave Spear, quality and
customer service manager. J&J can quickly respond to customer needs for replacement parts and custom part fabrication,
regardless of what brand of truck body they operate.” Customers in need of truck body parts and service can reach
Johnson and Auman at 800-777-2671, or email sales@jjbodies.com.
J&J is also greatly expanding its selection of stock parts available for retail sale at J&J Truck Equipment. J&J Truck
Equipment recently renovated its facility at 422 Riggs Road in Somerset, PA to offer a truck equipment showroom along
with a full stock of truck equipment, parts and accessories. J&J also offers complete repair and refurbishment services for
all truck equipment brands.
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Member News Briefs
National Parks of Western Pennsylvania News Release
National Parks of Western Pennsylvania = visitors, money and jobs for local economy
– A new National Park Service (NPS) report shows that

communities and are included in an annual, peer-reviewed,
visitor spending analysis conducted by Dr. Daniel Stynes
of Michigan State University for the National Park Service.

643,000 visitors in 2010 spent $28 million in the five
national parks in Western Pennsylvania and in communities
near the parks. That spending supported 421 jobs in
the local area. These numbers are expected to grow
significantly as annual visitation to the newly dedicated
Flight 93 National Memorial grows to 400,000. The
figures also do not include construction spending for the
Memorial.

Across the U.S, local visitor spending added a total of $31
billion to the national economy and supported more than
258,000 jobs, an increase of $689 million and 11,500 jobs
over 2009.
To download the report visit http://www.nature.nps.gov/
socialscience/products.cfm#MGM and click on Economic
Benefits to Local Communities from National Park
Visitation and Payroll, 2010.

“The people and the business owners in communities near
national parks have always known their economic value,”
said National Park Service Superintendent Jeff Reinbold,
“The sites in western Pennsylvania not only preserve the
heritage of our region, but contribute significantly to our
local economies and quality of life.”

Natural Park Service cares for special places saved by the
American people so that all may experience our heritage.

Most of the spending and jobs nation-wide are related to
lodging, food, and beverage service (52 percent) followed
by other retail (29 percent), entertainment/amusements
(10 percent), gas and local transportation (7 percent) and
groceries (2 percent).

The report includes information for visitor spending at
individual parks and by state. The five sites in western
Pennsylvania are Allegheny Portage Railroad National
Historic Site, Johnstown Flood National Memorial, Flight
93 National Memorial, Fort Necessity National Battlefield,
and Friendship Hill National Historic Site.

The figures are based on $12 billion of direct spending
by 281 million visitors in 394 national parks and nearby

For more information on how the NPS is working in
Pennsylvania, go to http://www.nps.gov/pennsylvania

Somerset
Community Night
with the

Berlin Grove Open for Reservations
   The Berlin Community Grove is now taking
reservations for the 2012 season. Several pavilions
are still open, but sell out quickly. What better
way to celebrate all your reunions, parties,
birthdays, weddings or any celebration in the great
outdoors! Come enjoy several amenities such as
sand volleyball, baseball field, newly renovated
soccer field, nature trail, outdoor fireplace, picnic
tables, large playground, outdoor port-a-pots
available. Also mark your calendars early for all
the festivals held throughout the year being held a
the Grove. Call Brad at 814-267-3082 for prices
and bookings. Leave a message.

Altoona Curve
vs. Richmond

Tuesday, May 29th
at 6:30 p.m.

To purchase tickets contact:
Mollie Shoemaker, Ticket Account Manager
814-283-3118
Fax: 814-283-3119
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Join Us for these upcoming Chamber Mixers!
Spice up Your Life Herbery
and Coffee House

YMCA Camp T. Frank
Soles
134 Camp Soles Lane
Rockwood

Come enjoy our brand
new facility!

Thursday, May 3rd, 2012
5-7:00 p.m.

Free trade/organic products
just for you
Best Irish coffee around
Maple burbon cocktails
Yes, it’s organic!

Boyer Financial Planning
107 Georgian Place, Somerset

122 North Center Ave.
Somerset

Thursday, May 17, 2012
5-7:00 p.m.

April 26
5-7:00 p.m.

Contact the Chamber office at 814-445-6431 or email at info@somersetcountychamber.com
to make your reservation.

Scholarships for Chamber Members

Gift Certificates

The Somerset County Chamber of Commerce is offering
three (3) $500 awards to area students and adults who apply
by April 10, 2012. Applicants must be a member of the
Somerset County Chamber of Commerce, an employee of
a Chamber member, a child of a Chamber member, or child
of an employee of a Chamber member.
Applicants must also be planning to attend one of
the Chamber member institutions. The schools are:
Allegany College of Maryland, California University of
PA, Cambria-Rowe Business College, Carlow University,
Chatham University, Geneva College, International
College of Bible Theology, Mount Aloysius College,
Penn State-Fayette, Pennsylvania Highlands Community
College, Somerset County Technology Center, St. Francis
University, Saint Vincent College and University of
Pittsburgh at Johnstown.
Applications are available to area students and
adults from the Chamber office or call 814-445-6431.
Applications are also available from your school guidance
counselor.

Great For Easter!

Local Loot

Gift Certificates On Sale Now!
Somerset County Chamber of
Commerce Office
or On-line at
www.somersetpa.net
The Chamber’s gift certificate program is powered by
the Chamber and Somerset Trust with Local Loot. These
“checks” are deposited just like any other check, making
this program a huge benefit to our members.
The gift certificates come in $5, $10, $25, increments
and will continue to be available for purchase locally at the
Chamber office located at 601 North Center Avenue.
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Member 2 Member Discount
Carlow University
724-838-7399
Carlow University offers eligible
students who are Chamber members
or employees of Chamber members, a
discount on undergraduate tuition and
a discount on graduate tuition.
Allegheny Recumbent Tours
814-395-9669
Will provide one free day’s rental with
every full day rental of a recumbent
bike or trike along the Great Allegheny
Passage to all Chamber Members and
their families. Call for details.
SAJ Publishing - 814-445-9695
SAJ Publishing is offering to Chamber
members a 20% discount on the following
books: Courage After the Crash and
Quiet Courage, by local author, Glen
J. Kashurba, M.D. Royalties for Quiet
Courage are donated to the Flight 93
National Memorial. Visit our website,
www.sajpublishing.com, or contact
Katie Keiser at 442-6866 or 445-9695.

Kashurba Web Design Group, LLC
814-279-8507
20% discount on custom websites and
website re-designs for all Chamber
members. Plus, FREE domain registration
and web hosting for the first year!

The Paper’s Edge, LLC
888-302-1118 ext. 6
15% discount to all Chamber Members
on all online support services.
www.thepapers-edge.com
A-1 Garage Doors & Openers
814-443-1413
We sell the best and service the
rest. Amarr Garage Doors-LiftMaster
Openers, Residential & Commercial,
Sales-Service-Installation 10% discount
for Chamber Members
www.aonegaragedooronline.com

Precision Fitness
814-443-3230
Precision Fitness is offering FREE
enrollment to all Chamber Members.
Join the best club in town and enjoy
a $99 savings!
Allegany College of Maryland
814-445-9848
10% discount for Chamber members on
any course offered through CE
Crazy Alice’s Cafe
814-443-6370 10% OFF any purchase
at Crazy Alice’s Cafe. Present this ad
to receive 10% off you next purchase
at Crazy Alice’s Cafe.

The Chamber Classifieds
Kashurba Web Design Group, LLC

Highland Communications Group

Offering professional website design and website re-design
services. Our websites are custom designed, optimized
to show up on Google, affordable to maintain, and easy
to update! We also build business Facebook pages and
provide Internet marketing services.
We’ve been building websites in Somerset for over 6
years. Our office is located on South Center Avenue in
Somerset. 814-279-8507, www.kashurbawebdesign.com
e-mail: joe@kashurbawebdesign.com

Professional Website Development and Hosting,
E-Commerce Solutions, VeriSign Secured Sites, Database
Development, PDF File Development, Image Editing,
Secure File Storage, Computer Sales & Service. 115 North
Edgewood Avenue, Somerset. 814-444-0033 or
814-443-0592, www.highlandcommunicationsgroup.com
e-mail: scottash1@verizon.net

Oakhurst Tea Room
Offering accommodations for meeting and seminars for
groups of 10 to 200. Room set up in classroom or theater
style seating, podium and PA system, WIFI, display and
registration tables. Food services selections-Continental
Breakfast, Full Breakfast Buffet, Lunch Buffet, Dinner
Buffet and Beverage Service. 814-443-2897,
2409 Glades Pike, Somerset

Bicycle Pedaler and Outfitter
& The Bait Shop

Trout Season Tackle and Bait coming soon! Winter Fishing
Tackle now on sale in the Bait Shop @ BPO including tipups, lures and more.
Live bait available including minnows, shiners, crawlers,
wax worms, meal worms and frozen smelt.
Winter Red Tag Sale and 2010 Bicycles are on Clearance
Sale. Bring your bicycle in now for a tune-up to be ready
for that first Spring ride. 814-279-3016
2455 N. Center Ave., Somerset
www.bicyclepedalerandoutfitter.com

Scott C. Ash Visual Communications
Now offering portable tradeshow displays, tabletop and
freestanding models. Services: website development,
advertising, graphic design, printing, brochures, annual
reports, pocket folders, corporate identity, logo design,
product illustration, etc. 814-443-0592,
www.myvisualcomm.com, e-mail: scottash1@verizon.net
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– Chamber Members With Commercial Space –
Northwood Realty Services
Somerset Office
Phone: 814-443-4858
140 W. Main Street, Somerset
Great location, uptown commercial office
for lease. Includes heat, water & sewer.
$700 month
Contact: Ken Halverson
334-346 W. Main Street, Somerset
Highly visible 7,812 sq ft commercial
building available for lease or for sale.
Includes off-street parking, retail,
warehouse and office plus residential apt.
on 2nd floor.$198,000
Contact: Ken Halverson
614 South Franklin Ave.
1800 sq. ft. Professional space. First
floor, easy access, parking, good
cabinetry, plumbing in many areas.
Contact: Rita Halverson
102-106 W. Main Street, Somerset
Great location, high visibility-located
on the diamond. Two and three story
brick building with 3 retail areas on the
first level and 2 apartments on the upper
levels. Zoned C-2 Central Commercial
New Lower Price. $89,000
Contact: Ken Halverson
2924 New Centerville Road, Rockwood
Great for commercial use, lots of parking.
$59,000
Call Ken at 442-8313
RE/MAX PREMIER, REALTORS
Phone: 814-445-4748
166 E. Union Street, Somerset
Large office building contains
approx. 8,500 sq. ft. of leasable
space. Office space for lease:
200-2500 sq. ft. $289,000
Call Scott
332 W. Patriot Street, Somerset
REDUCED!
There are many possibilities with this
office building with 7 rooms, 1 bathroom,
and rear parking lot. Adaptable for drive
through business. $63,900
Call Scott
South Pleasant Avenue, Somerset
Large 20,250 sq. ft. building zoned
heavy industrial features a 3 phase 2500
AMP/480V main entry. $500,000.
Call Scott

RMB Realty
Phone: 814-444-9400
Mike Boland
For Lease: High Visibility Office Space
1490 North Center Ave, Somerset
945 Sq. ft. Offices only three years old,
move in ready condition 14,000 vehicles
will see your business every day.
Contact: Mike Boland
4,200 Former Law Offices (Sale/Lease)
485 Berlin Plank Road,
Somerset. Beautifully finished
office building, move-in ready
condition, private off-street parking.
Asking: $299,000
Contact: Mike Boland

Glades Court Properties
Phone: 724-544-9878
Scott Glover
For Lease:
8,000 sq. ft. basement with open floor plan
5,000 sq. ft. office nicely furnished
4,300 sq. ft. office with kitchen and
conference room
1,300 sq. ft. unfinished will build to suit
1,000 sq. ft. conference room with all
amenities including ceiling mounted
projector.
All spaces located at Glades Court Mall
101-109 West Main Street, Somerset,
PA.
Contact: Scott Glover

For Sale: Former Grapevine Restaurant
1640 North Center Ave, Somerset
Approx. 5,300 Sq. ft. Includes bar,
restaurant, and kitchen equipment.
Includes PA liquor license Asking:
$475,000 Contact: Mike Boland
Former Freedom Wireless Building
(Sale/Lease)
1514 North Center Ave, Somerset
1,950 sq. ft. building, exceptional
visibility & access to Route 601, existing
retail & office space, full finished
basement.
Contact: Mike Boland
Angelitto Passaniti
Phone: 814-445-7019
For Lease-118 W. Main Street, Uptown
Somerset, 1,800 sq. ft. office/retail
space, and 960 sq. ft. office/retail space, and
850 sq. ft. office space, each with parking.
Will remodel as needed.
Westridge Properties, Inc.
Phone: 814-445-4578 or 442-7878
For Rent: Law & Finance Building, 133
W. Main Street, Somerset, 3200 sq. ft.First floor.
Westridge Building Rt. 31 West,
Somerset, Offices 300-1100 sq. ft.,
Westridge Building-Rt. 31 West,
Somerset. Offices 300-1100 sq. ft.
Northridge Building-1590 N. Center
Ave., Somerset, 100-6000 sq. ft.
Will remodel as needed. All available
at very favorable lease terms.
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Somerset School Picnic
June 2, 2012
Discounted tickets will be available
for purchase at the Chamber office
from May 7 to June 1, 2012, Monday
to Friday, 9 am till 5 pm.
Tickets are non-refundable, but may
be used other times of the season. See
the back of a ticket for details. Special
discount price is just $17.50.

ACM-SOMERSET COUNTY CE COURSES STRENGTHEN THE WORKPLACE
Skills valuable in the workplace are well-represented among the nearly 70 courses presented this spring by
the Somerset County Campus Center for Continuing Education and Workforce Development at Allegany
College of Maryland.
Many of the opportunities begin in April or May. They include the following business and computer courses:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Computer Basics: Part 2 – 6 to 8 p.m., Mondays and Wednesdays, April 2-18;
Intermediate Microsoft Excel 2007 – 6 to 8 p.m., Thursdays, April 5-26;
QuickBooks Pro 2010: Level One – 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesdays, April 10 to May 15;
Math Skills for the Workplace – 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesdays, April 10 to May 1;
Basic WebPage Design – 5 to 8 p.m., Wednesdays, April 4 and 11;
Building a Business Plan – 6 to 9 p.m., Wednesday, April 11;
Marketing Basics for Success – 6 to 9 p.m., Wednesday, April 25;
Introduction to Federal Grants – 1 to 2 p.m., Thursday, April 19;
Advance Microsoft Exel 2007 – 6 to 8 p.m., Thursdays, May 3-24;
Learning to Listen – 8 to 10 a.m., Tuesday, May 15;
Bad Apples: Dealing With Difficult People – 9 a.m. to noon, Thursday, May 31;

Chamber members may qualify for a 10 percent tuition discount on eligible classes. Organizations sending six or more
individuals can receive a 15 percent discount.
For more information about ACM workforce development and training in Somerset County call 814-445-9848, extension
6124. Information is also available on the college Web site, www.allegany.edu

Laurel Highlands Trout Trail
Only Alaska has more miles of trout streams than
Pennsylvania. The Laurel Highlands, located in the state’s
highest mountains offer some of the best trout fishing in the
east. A 75-mile (north/south) Trout Trail will guide visitors
and their families to ten (10) of the best streams from just
north of Ligonier, south to Donegal, Confluence, Ohiopyle
and the Quebec Wild area. Kickoff will be May 1, 2012
and run all month.

draw visitors from outside of the state as well. Merchants,
libraries, cultural groups will be promoting and displaying
merchandise that will appeal to this segmented group.
Lodging and restaurant partners will be offering overnight
packages and special menus.
An exciting Rendezvous will be held at Hidden Valley
Resort on Saturday, May 19, 2012 from 4-7p.m. In
addition to several informational and demonstration
booths, heavy appetizers, and door prizes, attendees will
enjoy a program by George Daniel. Daniel has been
seen on ESPN and OLN while competing in the Great
Outdoor Games, and the Fly Fishing Masters. He logs
over 200 days a year on trout waters near and far. The list
of national and international medals goes on and on. He
was Head Coach of the USA Fly Fishing Team in the 2011
Fly Fishing Championships in Italy. Don’t miss George’s
may presentation. This initiative is being coordinated
by LHHC, Linn Run State Park/Forbes State Forest, and
Forbes Trail Chapter of Trout Unlimited.

The goals are : 1.) to encourage fly fishermen and their
families to experience excellent fishing, but also to enjoy
other Laurel Highlands’ cultural, natural, recreational, and
historical assets along the Laurel Ridge. 2.) to educate
residents and visitors about the importance of high quality
streams and to provide workshops (for all ages) that
demonstrate the year round work that watershed groups,
Trout Unlimited Chapters, and state parks/forests do to
monitor, evaluate, and improve stream habitat and of
course, fly fishing instruction; and 3.) to encourage multiday visits from other parts of Pennsylvania, but also to

Think Spring...
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Somerset County Chamber of Commerce
2012 Officers and Board of Directors
President............................... Sharon Clapper, Clapper Industries, Inc.
Vice President.................................... Sean Isgan, CME Engineering LP
Secretary.................................. Jennifer Benford, Hidden Valley Resort
Treasurer..............................Emaline Diehl, Somerset Trust Company
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Jim Beener
Barbera, Clapper, Beener,
Rullo & Melvin, LLP
Sharon Ackerman
Register of Wills
Michele Beener
Somerset Hospital
Melissa Cullin
Seven Springs Mt. Resort
Becky Flyte
Daily American
Cathy McCollom
McCollom Development
Strategies LLC
Pamela Tokar-Ickes
Somerset Co. Commissioner

Tom Kurtz
Windber Research Institute
Dan Leiss
Jenny Products, Inc.
Mary Ann McGinnis
Ameriserv Financial
Mike Mumau
Laurel Hill State Park Complex
Hank Parke
PBS Coals, Inc.
Lori Perrin, Snyder of Berlin
Denny Platt, Penelec/First
Energy

Chamber Office Staff

Executive Director...................................................................... Ron Aldom
raldom@somersetcountychamber.com
Office Manager.................................................................Sandy Berkebile
sandyb@somersetcountychamber.com
Newsletter Coordinator.......................................................Sheena Baker
sheenab@somersetcountychamber.com
Receptionist........................................................................Melissa Holiday
info@somersetcountychamber.com

The Somerset County Chamber of Commerce Accepts
These Major Credit Cards:

26 Mixer 5-7:00 p.m.

The Somerset County Chamber of Commerce
and the Somerset County Builders Association
would like to extend many thanks to all the
participants, committee members and attendees
at this fabulous event. We hope to see you again
at the next one!

Coming Later This Year
2012 Somerset County
Plat Book for $25!
Penn State Extension Office, Somerset County
6024 Glades Pike, Suite 101, Somerset, PA
15501 (814) 445-8911 Ext. 7

